50th Rodings Rally -2006

Epping Forest Outdoor Group
Dear competitor

Thank you for taking part in the 50th Rodings Rally. For those of you interested in facts and figures by Saturday we had entries from 76 teams consisting of 248 competitors in total, of which 67 teams and 212 competitors actually participated on the night.

Competitors in the 10 checkpoint event were required to find nine checkpoints in the forest, and return to the final check point at High Beach Village Hall within 8 hours. The winning team, Half a Doze Monster achieved this in 3 hours 8 minutes. Congratulations to Jeff Powell Davies, and co-runners! We are grateful to Bert Park (of the Suffoc) team for his excellent refurbishment of the “candle” trophy awarded to the winning team in this event. Only 8 minutes behind the winners were the notorious Suffoc crew, who were knocked from the top-spot this year (at last!) after several years of winning this event. 

The 10 checkpoint group trophy (the 3 highest placed teams from the same organisation) was retained this year by the Alchemists (aka Cockney Nimrods) whose top 3 teams each discovered all 10 checkpoints in a total time of 16 hours and 21 minutes. 

The YHA group trophy (3 highest placed teams from a YHA group) once again is awarded to Harrow. Well done!

The 5 checkpoint event, where teams were required to locate checkpoints 1, 2, 3 and 7, as well as the village hall, was won by newcomers Go West!. Congratulations, the Vic Halstead 5 checkpoint trophy will be on its way to you very soon! 

The 5 checkpoint group trophy (for the 3 highest placed teams from the same organisation competing in the 5 checkpoint event) was won by Unit M Explorers, a group of Explorer Scouts based in the Romford and Hornchurch area. We have not previously awarded a 5 checkpoint group trophy, and thanks are due again to Bert Park of the Suffoc team, for designing one for this purpose.

Finally the Suffolk Orienteering Club trophy for perseverance goes to a team of 6th form students from East Barnet School in the 5 checkpoint event, they apparently went to great lengths to find all the checkpoints and get back to the Village Hall, having left the safety of the Rodings Rally map and taken the long route via Upshire…………….! 

All trophy winners will be contacted shortly to confirm delivery arrangements.

The solutions to the clues are enclosed with this report. We tried to include our usual mix of devious clues and spent an enjoyable(?) evening in October inventing these. 

Several competitors have been entering Rodings Rally for more years than they care to remember. One entrant in this category is John Mitchell of Uberrimae Fidel who has offered some words of wisdom, aimed at our younger competitors – though some of you older ones may wish to take note as well:


I remember the 1st time I entered Rodings Rally in 1982. My team came in 3rd, which led 
me to believe that with a bit more effort we could win the competition. After 24 years of 
trying with several teams you may be forgiven for thinking that I'm addicted! 

On my first time leading a team I tried to read the map and walk simultaneously. 
Turning to my team I said "any minute now we're going to hit a stream" and promptly fell 
in!  That same year the organisers made us crawl into the tunnel at Baldwins Hill 
Ponds to locate checkpoint 5 (it's been fenced off now). I remember the poem at the 
checkpoint - Roses are red, Violets are blue, this tunnel stinks and now so do you. 
Sorry, but I stank long before that! 


If I was to give any advice to competitors (other than don't fall into streams) I would say 
that the last 200-300m to the checkpoint, through thick forest, is the hardest. Focus on  
something that has made you mad and keep that in mind as you head for the checkpoint. 
Guaranteed you'll get through! However it is not advisable to head butt the trees as you go  
through. It hurts and leaves you looking like a panda!

Thanks John! May all your future Rallies be injury free!

As stated on the Rodings Rally information sheet sent out with the entry form, 25p out of every entry fee received is donated to charity. This year we will be donating at least £62; the specific charity to whom the donation is sent will be agreed at our AGM in January.

Hope you all had a good time and thanks to those of you for your comments after the event. Any feedback – good or bad – is welcome! We would be grateful if you would take a few minutes to read the lost property list below. Any property unclaimed after 3 months will be donated to a local charity shop. Some of you may be aware one competitor has notified us to say that he has taken a bag containing a pair of size 7 Asics trainers in error. In addition one of our members has lost her size 5 Asics trainers. We suspect that the owner of the size 7 trainers has picked up the size 5s in error – so if you or a member of your team used Asics trainers on the night PLEASE can you check that you have the correct pair – thank you!

The provisional date for next year’s rally is Saturday 17th / Sunday 18th November – please make a note of this now, and tell your friends and colleagues also!

Ann Lowther & Sue Stirling

On behalf of Epping Forest Outdoor Group

LOST PROPERTY

1 pale blue hat

1 fawn glove with dark finger patches

1 pair of Bridgdale socks

If the any of the above seem familiar please email Susan Stirling – Susan.Stirling@btinternet.com, or ring 020 8501 3608. We will require you to give a detailed description of your lost item! (Next year why not write your name on your clothing & possessions?!!) And please show this list to your team members – thank you!
50th RODINGS RALLY
Saturday 18th / Sunday 19th November 2006
CLUE SHEET - 10 checkpoint event
(The correct grid reference for each checkpoint is in bold)
Checkpoints must be found in the order given. Of the three grid references given for any clue, only one is correct; the answer is deduced by referring to clue, map and general knowledge.

CHECKPOINT 1
The Red Deer River?

(LIT)


7830 2155
7800 2130
7880 2115


CHECKPOINT 2
Southwest of notification of explosive area

(UNLIT)

7990 2215
7955 2215
7965 2190

CHECKPOINT 3
Hi-de-hi with Den and Deb

(UNLIT)

7945 2045
8000 2075
7945 2125

CHECKPOINT 4 
An environmental journey?

(UNLIT)

8140 2230
8075 2140
7930 2175


CHECKPOINT 5
Located between a 104 and a 121

(LIT)


7780 2085
7745 1975
7850 2030

CHECKPOINT 6
South-east of grains in hollow, clearly

(UNLIT)

7910 2015
7860 1950
7785 1975


CHECKPOINT 7
See map

(LIT)


7680 1835
7740 1865
7730 1840

CHECKPOINT 8
Dashes north, south and west, and 1 to the east

(UNLIT)

7565 1830
7600 1800
7580 1780
CHECKPOINT 9
A + B = 9540

(UNLIT)

7650 1890
7680 1880
7660 1925

FINAL CHECKPOINT AT HIGH BEACH VILLAGE HALL - 7685 2035

The provisional date for Rodings Rally 2007 Saturday 17th/18th November – hope to see you there!


Ten Checkpoint Event

No.
GROUP NAME
Team
Yha
Chkpoints
start
end
Hours
Mins

56
Half a doze monster
N
10
10:18 
1:26  
3
8

61
Suffoc
N
10
10:26 
1:45  
3
19

20
Dartford Scouts
2
N
10
9:8     
1:12  
4
4

10
Dartford Scouts
1
N
10
8:46  
1:33  
4
47

47
The Alchemists
3
N
10
10:2  
3:08  
5
6

57
The Alchemists
4
N
10
10:20 
3:31  
5
11

66
The Undertakers
N
10
10:30 
3:51  
5
21

6
Hells Ankles
N
10
8:40  
2:11  
5
31

32
South Middlesex
2
Y
10
9:30  
3:03  
5
33

39
Rayleigh Rockets
2
N
10
9:44  
3:18  
5
34

42
South Middlesex
3
Y
10
9:48  
3:44  
5
56

50
No Epping Idea
0
N
10
10:8  
4:05  
5
57

26
The Alchemists
1
N
10
9:16  
3:20  
6
4

35
Sulsar
2
N
10
9:28  
3:40  
6
12

7
Rayleigh Rockets
1
N
10
8:48  
3:02  
6
14

40
Team called Alice
0
N
10
9:46  
4:05  
6
19

17
Unreally Lost
N
10
8:58  
3:18  
6
20

36
The Alchemists
2
N
10
9:34  
4:07  
6
33

3
E. Barnet School Tenners
1
N
10
8:32  
3:08  
6
36

68
Unit M Explorer unit
1
N
10
10:42 
5:19  
6
37

45
Sulsar
1
N
10
9:56  
4:38  
6
42

33
Felixstowe
3
N
10
9:24  
4:14  
6
50

18
Bedford Outdoor Group
2
Y
10
9:4     
4:14  
7
10

19
Nomads
1
N
10
8:50  
4:4     
7
14

49
Uberrimae Fidel
N
10
10:14 
5:35  
7
21

55
Baker Trotters
N
10
9:26  
5:17  
7
51

29
Nomads
2
N
9
9:20  
4:45  
7
25

1
Harrow 
3
Y
9
8:34  
4:22  
7
48

53
Rayleigh Rockets
3
N
9
10:16 
6:8     
7
52

28
Bedford Outdoor Group
3
Y
8
9:18  
3:21  
6
3

51
Arlow Innit
Y
8
10:10 
5:33  
7
23

84
E. Barnet School Tenners
3
N
8
11:0  
6:52  
7
52

48
Lee valley layabouts
0
N
8
10:6  
6:1     
7
55

14
Black Abbots
N
8
9:6     
5:04  
7
58

11
Harrow 
4
Y
7
8:56  
4:46  
7
50

4
Help I'm lost!
N
6
8:36  
1:18  
4
42

21
Harrow 
5
Y
5
9:22  
2:37  
5
15

74
E. Barnet School Tenners
2
N
4
10:44 
4:24  
5
40

44
E. Barnet School Tenners
3
N
4
9:50  
4:27  
6
37

No.
GROUP NAME
Team
Yha
Chkpoints
start
end
Hours
Mins

52
South Middlesex
4
Y
9
10:12 
6:57  
8
45

38
Rambling Rangers
0
N
8
9:42  
5:58  
8
16

62
Forest Gate Strollers
N
7
10:28 
6:31  
8
3


Five Checkpoint Event  (Vic 

Halstead Trophy)

No.
GROUP NAME
Team
Yha
Chkpoints
start
end
Hours
Mins

67
Go West!                      
Y
5
10:38 
1:11  
2
33

23
Centurion                     
N
5
9:12  
12:24 
3
7

27
23rd Southgate explorers      
2
N
5
9:58  
1:21  
3
23

98
Unit M Explorer unit          
4
N
5
11:8  
2:39  
3
31

2
Team Marmota                  
N
5
8:30  
12:14 
3
44

9
Get Sorted                    
0
N
5
8:42  
12:31 
3
49

69
Not quite So Young Ones       
N
5
10:32 
2:26  
3
54

16
Sorted Out                    
0
N
5
9:0     
12:58 
3
58

37
Swift Steeds                  
N
5
9:32  
1:35  
4
3

5
Bev's People                  
1
N
5
8:38  
1:0     
4
22

41
Harrow                        
2
Y
5
9:54  
2:31  
4
37

22
South Middlesex               
1
Y
5
9:10  
1:56  
4
46

8
Bedford Outdoor Group         
1
Y
5
8:44  
1:42  
4
58

43
Drama Queens                  
N
5
9:52  
2:53  
5
1

59
Young Ones                    
N
5
10:22 
3:35  
5
13

13
E. Barnet School Fivers       
1
N
5
9:2     
2:31  
5
29

64
E. Barnet School Fivers       
6
N
5
10:24 
3:58  
5
34

24
E. Barnet School Fivers       
2
N
5
9:14  
3:41  
6
27

60
Forest Gate Fillies           
N
5
10:36 
5:49  
7
13

46
The Brides                    
Y
5
10:0  
5:55  
7
55

54
E. Barnet School Fivers       
5
N
4
9:38  
4:25  
6
47

88
Unit M Explorer unit          
3
N
2
10:58 
3:16  
4
18

78
Unit M Explorer unit          
2
N
1
10:48 
2:57  
4
9

31
Harrow                        
1
Y
2
10:4  
6:12  
8
8


Best Groups (Ten Checkpoint Teams) *

GROUP NAME
Yha
Total Chkpoints
Total Hours
Total Mins

The Alchemists
N
30
16
21

Rayleigh Rockets
N
29
19
40

E. Barnet School Tenners
N
22
20
8

Harrow 
Y
21
20
53


Best Five Chkpoint Groups (Suffolk Trophy)*

GROUP NAME
Total Chkpoints
Total Hours
Total Mins

Unit M Explorer unit
8
11
58


Best YHA Groups *

GROUP NAME
Total Chkpoints
Total Hours
Total Mins

Harrow 
21
20
53
*  minimum of three teams required, all finishing in under 8 hours, to qualify for group trophys. 
1 Red deer river is an anagram Verderer Ride. Checkpoint close to this.





2. Checkpoint close to words “Bomb Crater”, ie explosive area





3. Den & Deb=Debden, Hi-de-Hi refers to campsite. Checkpoint close to Debden campsite





4. Environmental journey is a cryptic reference to Green Ride





5. The checkpoint was located between 2 roads – the A121 and the A104!





6. The checkpoint was south east of the words Sandpit Plain (Sand = grains, Pit=hollow, plain = clearly)





7. Tracing of footpaths surrounding checkpoint, rotated by approximately 180o





8. This clue referred to the dashed lines (denoting a path) to the north, west and south of the checkpoint, and only one “dash” to the east. But we had a few comments that this was ambiguous….





9. The first and second part of the grid reference summed together, ie 7650 + 1890 = 9540!








